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The Problem in the 
Discourse Space 
Between Japan and 
China Exposed by 
Prime Minister 
Takaichi’s Response 
Regarding an 
“Existential Crisis”



What Is Needed to 
Lessen Tensions in 
Japan-China 
Relations?



China's Society Rapidly 
Becoming Unstable 
Amid Economic 
Downturn

The Destruction of 
Humanity Has Also 
Reached Serious Levels





The Background 
of the Recent 
Increase in 
Immigrants from 
Chinese-
Speaking 
Regions to Japan



Development of 
Discourse 
Spaces and 
Public Spaces 
for Chinese in 
Japan



Lectures Held at the University of 
Tokyo Where Most Attendees Were 

Chinese





To Reduce the Risk of War

Analysis of Collective Memory 
and Identity

Communication with People 
of Differing Perspectives

• China: Great Leap Forward and Anti-Rightist 
Campaign Generation / Cultural Revolution 
Generation / Tiananmen Incident Generation / 
COVID-19 and White Paper Movement Generation 
/ Feminism, LGBTQ+, sexual minorities

• Hong Kong: Umbrella Movement to Anti-Fugitive 
Offenders Bill Movement Generation / Post-
movement political depression

• Taiwan: Young generation pursuing diversity and 
autonomy, not “surrender or resistance”

• Japan: Neutrality → Political taboos, lack of 
critical thinking, self-censoring democracy

*Interaction/Solidarity/Disconnection between 
social classes and generations

*As the participants pass away → Second 
generation, third generation. Newly created words, 
memories, post-memory

*All modern states have sought to support the 
legitimacy of their political systems and strengthen 
social cohesion and a sense of belonging by 
inventing, shaping, and stabilizing collective memory 
in some way (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 2012).

→Memories are selectively enhanced and forgotten.



Youth Exchange Between China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
and Japan Now Possible in Tokyo



80 Years After the War: 
Workshop on Memories of War 
in Tokyo

Amid tense cross-strait relations, young 
people from the Kinmen and Penghu 
Islands pursue the inheritance of war 
memories and cultural exchange.

A 93-year-old atomic bomb survivor and 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate answers 
questions from mainland Chinese 
students who experienced the trauma of 
social movements and learned a different 
history.

Chinese immigrants in Japan who strive to 
build public spaces despite carrying 
political trauma.

Japanese youth are beginning to take an 
interest in East Asian youth who strive to 
pass down memories of war and social 
movements.

Transnational dialogues at University of Tokyo, June 2025



The History of Japanese 
Colonialism
The Botan-sha Incident 
and the Taiwan Expedition

“From Island to Island”

The complex dynamics of 
perpetration and victimization: The 
history of Malaysian-Taiwanese 
serving as Japanese soldiers in the 
South Seas

Discussions by students from 
mainland China and Taiwan



Digital Lanterns: Campaign Against Hate Crimes



Blocked on Chinese Social Media Within Three Days



The invisible enemy of 
authoritarian and police 

states

Fear

Sharing suffering and 
empathy across 

generations and spaces

Political depression

The digital becomes 
real

Regaining one's 
humanity


