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The Problem in the

Discourse Space

Between Japan and

China Exposed by
Prime Minister

Takaichi’s Response

Regarding an
“Existential Crisis;

’

- There is active debate within Japan regarding
the circumstances under which Prime Minister
Takaichi made her statement, whether its content
was appropriate, and what conditions would even
constitute an “existential crisis.”

— The polarization of Japan's discourse space
continues to intensify.

— Both those leaning left and right tend to
pigeonhole themselves into simplistic frameworks
like “anti-China” or “pro-China.” They end up
solely asserting their own legitimacy and attacking
each other, perpetually unable to engage in
constructive debate.

 The current Chinese government cannot
possibly understand the significance of the
debate in Japan, and under strict censorship, it
is blocking diverse discussions within China.

« To comprehend China's actions, it is essential to
understand key information, the nature of
restriction of speech by the Chinese government
and its affiliated agencies, and the narratives
they construct.




« The Chinese government's narrative is
deliberate. If Japan is swayed by it, it

will harm its national interests.
What lS__\IeeC_jed tO « Arguments Japan considers legitimate
| essen Tensions in fall on deaf ears with the current
] Chinese government, and Japan must
Ja pan—C 1lNna create narratives that counter China's
Relations? narrative.

(1) Narrative to Counter the
Resurgence of Militarism

(2) Narrative of Democracy

(3) Narrative of Autonomy and
Independence




China's Society Rapidly
Becoming Unstable
Amid Economic
Downturn

The Destruction of
Humanity Has Also
Reached Serious Levels

China’s restriction of speech and ideas, coupled with
its deteriorating economic situation, has reached
severe levels.

Surveillance and censorship permeate every corner of
society. Even organizing a book club of five or six
people to discuss social issues can lead to police
interrogation. Police keep a close watch on activities
addressing poverty, environmental protection, labor
issues, feminism, homosexuality, and other topics held
in bars, cafes, and other small activity hubs.
Individuals with organizational skills are marked.

Young people who resisted China's strict zero-COVID
policy and speech restrictions were arrested in China,
and fled overseas after their release

Some struggle to adapt to life in a foreign land and
suffer from depression, yet they support each other
through daily life. Unable to return home, some live in
precarious circumstances and have taken their own
lives.

Currently in Japan, there are Chinese individuals who
cannot return to their homeland, including church
officials, human rights lawyers, investigative
journalists, liberal intellectuals, and socially conscious
artists.




Declining productivity (population, knowledge)

Serious corruption and graft
Lack of trust-building

Destruction of interpersonal relationships




The Background
of the Recent
Increase In
Immigrants from
Chinese-
Speaking
Regions to Japan

China: Crackdowns on ethnic minorities, sexual
minorities, intellectuals, and activists; further
strengthening of restrictions on speech and
surveillance systems through the zero-COVID policy

Hong Kong: The enactment of the National Security
Law led to the arrest of politicians, intellectuals,
activists, and journalists; the closure of human rights
and civic groups; and the introduction of a
whistleblower system.

Taiwan: As relations with China grow tense, there is
a growing tendency to refrain from supporting human
rights activists and others to avoid provoking China.

Both China and Hong Kong are experiencing a
significant deterioration in their economies, marked
by rising corporate bankruptcies, increasing
unemployment rates, falling real estate prices, and
worsening fiscal conditions. Moving to Western
countries is costly. Japan, with its weakening yen,
offers cheaper real estate, lower prices, and more
affordable tuition fees.

There are also people seeking new business
opportunities or jobs; those enrolling in language
schools, universities, or graduate schools to change
their life course; those leaving their home country
temporarily or long-term to escape persecution; and
those relocating for their children's education, among
others.




Development of
Discourse
Spaces and
Public Spaces
for Chinese In
Japan

They want to think, discuss, and
express themselves together.

Increasing numbers of Chinese
bookstores, activity spaces, cafes,
live music venues...

Public Intellectual Lecture: Has the
University of Tokyo replaced the
Chinese University of Hong Kong?

Documentary production &
screenings

Recovering vanishing folk history,
projects to restore memories



Lectures Held at the University of

Tokyo Where Most Attendees Were
Chinese
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FHNT3] People Who Come to
Japan Seeking Freedom

« Music, movies, and talk shows banned
in China are being held in Japan, leading
to an increase in travelers visiting Japan.

« Freedom economy?
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To Reduce the Risk of War

Analysis of Collective Memory
and ldentity

Communication with People
of Differing Perspectives

e China: Great Leap Forward and Anti-Rightist
Campaign Generation / Cultural Revolution
Generation / Tiananmen Incident Generation /
COVID-19 and White Paper Movement Generation
/ Feminism, LGBTQ+, sexual minorities

« Hong Kong: Umbrella Movement to Anti-Fugitive
Offenders Bill Movement Generation / Post-
movement political depression

Taiwan: Young generation pursuing diversity and
autonomy, not “surrender or resistance”

Japan: Neutrality — Political taboos, lack of
critical thinking, self-censoring democracy

*Interaction/Solidarity/Disconnection between
social classes and generations

*As the participants pass away — Second
generation, third generation. Newly created words,
memories, post-memory

*All modern states have sought to support the
legitimacy of their political systems and strengthen
social cohesion and a sense of belonging by
inventing, shaping, and stabilizing collective memory
in some way (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 2012).

—Memories are selectively enhanced and forgotten.



Youth Exchange Between China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and Japan Now Possible in Tokyo



80 Years After the War:
Workshop on Memories of War
in Tokyo

i
Amid tense cross-strait relations, young i \
people from the Kinmen and Penghu
Islands pursue the inheritance of war
memories and cultural exchange.

A 93-year-old atomic bomb survivor and
Nobel Peace Prize laureate answers
questions from mainland Chinese
students who experienced the trauma of
social movements and learned a different
history.

Chinese immigrants in Japan who strive to
build public spaces despite carrying
political trauma.

Japanese youth are beginning to take an
interest in East Asian youth who strive to
pass down memories of war and social

movements.



The History of Japanese
Colonialism

The Botan-sha Incident
and the Taiwan Expedition
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“From Island to Island”

The complex dynamics of
perpetration and victimization: The
history of Malaysian-Taiwanese
serving as Japanese soldiers in the
South Seas

Discussions by students from
mainland China and Taiwan
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Digital Lanterns: Campaign Against Hate Crimes



Blocked on Chinese Social Media Within Three Days
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The invisible enemy of
authoritarian and police
states

Fear

Sharing suffering and
empathy across
generations and spaces

Political depression

The digital becomes
real

Regaining one's
humanity




