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Kiyoshi FURUSAWA

Specialism: Science Communication

* Design of experiential / interactive /
dialogical Opportunity

 Serious games, etc. How to

communicate
Science, how to
think about it

Other experience: High school science teacher / Indie
music writer/ DJ / Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(Malawi, Africa) / National Museum of Emerging Science
and Innovation (Miraikan) / CoSTEP, Hokkaido University
before assuming current position.
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What is Nobel Prize?
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What is Nobel Prize?
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What is Ig Nobel Prize?

lgnoble



What is Ig Nobel Prize?

Humorous science journal
rAnnal of Improbable Researchu
Chief Editor

Began in 1991; 35th in 2025
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What is Ig Nobel Prize?
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- nominations each year.

A

® More than 10,000

Many are
self-nominations.
However, only
one self-nomination
has ever won.

Ten categories

Not limited to living persons

Prize money... NONE

©Ilmprobable Research



1000000000000 RESEf

I promise to pay. E
the bearer on demand

: .

AA15536415

By the way, travel and accommodation costs are paid by the
winners. Even so, many winners gather for the ceremony.




Award Criteria

achievements that first
make people .
and then make them



2009 Ig Nobel
PUBLIC HEALTH PRIZE

Elena N. Bodnaretat.



“Why?!”
even while making
people say “Why?!”
yet thought-provoking
research, inventions, and
achievements

related to excretion
or sexuality
regarding
so-called “below the
belt” or
socially satirical
and dark humor.




for giving people a simple, everyday way to cope with a
wide range of numbers — from very small to very big — by
having his bank print bank notes with denominations
ranging from one cent ($.01) to one hundred trillion dollars
($100,000,000,000,000).
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lg Nobel Prize Ceremony

- Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Harvard
University, and Boston University...

- Many Nobel laureates attend

- Each year has a theme; this year’s theme is “Digestion”
- Science Opera
- 24/7 Lectures
- Welcome/Goodbye speeches, Paper Airplane Deluge
- Time Keeper: Miss Sweetie Poo
(Winners speak for 60 seconds)



Paper Airplane Deluge

Rechard Buguley / Frikr



Welcome Welcome Speech
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Winners speech and Miss Sweetie Poo

- Ig Nobel
)..4 |cal Edu thlon‘P
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2018 Ig Nobel
MEDICAL EDUCATION PRIZE

Akira Horiuchi




lg Nobel Prize Ceremony

- Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Harvard
University, and Boston University...

- Many Nobel laureates attend

- Each year has a theme; this year’s theme is “Digestion”
- Science Opera
- 24/7 Lectures
- Welcome/Goodbye speeches, Paper Airplane Deluge
- Time Keeper: Miss Sweetie Poo
(Winners speak for 60 seconds)



lg Nobel Prize Ceremony

- Until 2022: “Ig Informal Lectures” (5-min presentations)
- Since 2023: “Ig Nobel Face-to-Face” (dialogues)

Full List of Ig Nobel Winners: improbable.cgm/ig - Nobel laureates
and Ig Nobel
winners
conversations

Also held
in Japan as an
official spin-off
event.
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2024 Ig Nobel
PHYSIOLOGY PRIZE

Ryo Okabe
Takanori Takebe et al.



Japan’s Track Record

- After the US, the UK and Japan are tied
- Around 30 awards to date
- Awarded for 18 consecutive years (2007-2024)






Amazing in a maze

(Toshiyuki Nakagaki et al. Nature 2000)



2008 COGNITIVE SCIENCE PRIZE

Toshiyuki Nakagaki et al.



2008 COGNITIVE SCIENCE PRIZE

2010 TRANSPORTATION
PLANNING PRIZE

Toshiyuki Nakagaki et al.






2014 Ig Nobel PHYSICS PRIZE

Kiyoshi Mabuchi et al.



Japan’s Track Record

- After the US, the UK and Japan are tied
- Around 30 awards to date
- Awarded for 18 consecutive years (2007-2024)

- Smile Ball, Electric Salt Spoon, etc.
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for determining the ideal density of airborne
wasabi (pungent horseradish) to awaken
sleeping people in case of a fire or other
emergency, and for applying this knowledge to
iInvent the wasabi alarm.
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for discovering that the biochemical process
by which onions make people cry is even
more complicated than scientists previously
realized.






2023 Ig Nobel NUTRITION PRIZE

Homei Miyashita
Hiromi Nakamura
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Japan’s Track Record

- After the US, the UK and Japan are tied
- Around 30 awards to date
- Awarded for 18 consecutive years (2007-2024)

- Smile Ball, Electric Salt Spoon, etc.

- Originality of the question (perspective)
- Originality of the method
- The Culture



Originality of the question

. Originality of the method
(perspective)

The very idea or
perspective of The ability to

That's a novel
- approach!
attempting to .

« P g . actually do it, to
research” it is

original. make it happen




Creativity of Japanese Researchers

©Ilmprobable Research



24

*  Agenda

What is the Ig Nobel Prize?

R
7

The Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony?

Creativity of Japanese Researchers ?



Conclusion

- The meaning of making people laugh, then think, “without
meaning to”

- Few researchers aim specifically for the Ig Nobel Prize

- The importance of curiosity — common to both prizes



2000 Ig Nobel PHYSICS PRIZE

Andre Geim etal.



for using magnets to levitate a frog.

2010 Nobel PHYSICS PRIZE

for groundbreaking experiments regarding
the two-dimensional material graphene
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Conclusion

- The meaning of making people laugh, then think, “without
meaning to”

- Few researchers aim specifically for the Ig Nobel Prize

- The importance of curiosity — common to both prizes

- Shift from “Not good!” to “Silly... or is it?”
- Now often seen as “unexpectedly brilliant” or “unexpectedly useful”



Conclusion

- The meaning of making people laugh, then think, “without
meaning to”

- Few researchers aim specifically for the Ig Nobel Prize

- The importance of curiosity — common to both prizes

- Shift from “Not good!” to “Silly... or is it?”
- Now often seen as “unexpectedly brilliant” or “unexpectedly useful”

- New perspectives: there are different ways of thinking and
different kinds of people



@ 2025 Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony -Live webcast [
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@ Upcoming: Ig Nobel Face-to-Face 2025 in Japan

Laugh and think! The Ig

Nobel Prize Encyclopedia

Kiyoshi Furusawa (Holp Publishing, 2024)
furusawa@rikkyo.ac.jp

CONTACT:
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