Japanese Soclety and Families After
COVID-191 —Responding to Changes

IHEE8A Masahiro Yamada

b4 K22 Prof. of Chuo-University, Japanjsis :
Sorry, this translation is unfinished



https://www.nippon.com/en/column/g00347/

NS EaRESENAMIIESIEVEIRCOVIESNED

B the trend of Japanese family after WW. I

* Showa period (1945-1989) the age of stability
Most people could get married and few divorce
Most men’ s wage had increased

Most young people could make traditional family (men mainly
work outside, and women mainly do housework)

* Heiseil period(1989—2019)

It becomes difficult for young to make and maintain traditional
families

Young people who have not spouses or boy/girl friends have been
Increasing

Whether Covid-19 pandemic may change that trend?
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B Covid-19 and ’Intimacy’
1. Differences between features of intimacy
* Western counties ' (esp. Latin countries)
- Intimacy is expressed by body communications
(people usually hug and kiss between family, relatives and friends)
* Japan (and east Asian countries )

people rarely express their intimacy by body communications even among
families

people often buy intimacy outside family(kyabakura, hostclub, prostiturion
people often are satisfied by virtual relationship (idle, anime charactes)
There ara a lot of isolated singles (like ‘Hikikomori)
REDLENYDRE. REICRAINMLODEEZEZ TLV\SHTZHD,
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B Covid-19 and Intimacy
What do Covid-19 effect intimacy ?

2. Inew lifestylel [complete transformation of
behaviorl (5/1 the experts committee offered
opinions during the pandemic)

but
* That opinions do not mention romantic love, marriage life or sexual life.
(There are no opinions whether spouses should avoid sexual relationship)

(’'m interested in the number of birth 10 months later)
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B Covid-19 and ‘Intimacy’

What do Covid-19 effect intimacy ?

2. I'newlifestylel [complete transformation of
behavior ]

* Effects on match-making 7

* Effects on love relationship ?
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B Long-term Effects of covid-19
% Japanese families after the end of covid -19
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Japan’s ‘couple formation crisis’
*Decline in marriage
The unmarried rate in the 30-34 age
male 47.1% / female 34.5% (in 2015)
(in 1975, 14.3% for men, and 7.7% for women)

*Decline in real relationships and sexual activities
The rate who have a steady girlfriend or boyfriend
(include ‘engaged’)among unmarried

male 21.3% / female 30.2% (in 2015,18-34 age)
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Figure 2 The rate of people who have a steady girlfriend or boyfriend
among unmarried people (%)

1992 1997 2002 2005 2010 2015

Male
Has a steady girlfriend  26.3 26.2 25.1 272 246 213
Has a girlfriend 19.2 153 113 140 94 59
Female
Has a steady boyfriend 35,5 354 37.0 37.0 34.0 30.2
Has a boyfriend 195 159 124 124 119 7.7

* a steady girl/boyfriend includes ‘is engaged’
(Source: The report on the 15th Japanese National Fertility Survey, 2015, the National
Institute of Population and Social Security Research)
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Figure 3  The rate of people who never have a sexual experience
among unmarried people by age (%)

1992 1997 2002 2005 2010 2015

Male
18-19(age) 70.9 64.9
20-24 43.0 425
Female
18-19 /7.3 68.3
20-24 53.0 42.6

64.2
35.8

62.9
38.3

60.7
33.6

62.5
36.3

68.5 72.8
40.5 47.0

68.1 74.5
40.1 46.5

(Source: The report on the 15th Japanese National Fertility Survey, 2015, the National

Institute of Population and Social Security Research)
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The differences of marriage crisis between European
countries and Japan

The decline in marriage in European countries is the
result of a ‘life-style revolution’ after 1960’s

They prefer alternative life-styles to traditional marriage.

ex) increase of ‘co-habitations’ and
‘having children without marriage’
(the power of couple-formation has not become weak)



f

2, JazS el erisis

The decline in marriage in Japan is the result of
obsession with the traditional life-style(gender role)

Few cohabitations in Japan

The rate of cohabitation among unmarried adults was
only 1.8% in 2015, the rate has decreased since 2002

(2.3%).
Few unmarried mothers In Japan

The rate of unmarried mothers was only 2.3% in 2015.
Cf. Korea 1.9%(2014)
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Figure8. Percentage of Birth Outside Marriage

1970 1990 2012
Sweden 18.6 47.0 54.5
France 6.8 30.1 56.7
Britain 8.0 27.9 47.6
U 10.0 28.0 40.7
Germany 1.2 15.3 34.5
Spain 1.4 9.6 39.0
ltaly 2.2 6.5 25.7

Japan 0.9 1.1 2.2
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The combination of three factors has caused Japan’s
marriage crisis

1.Strong tendency for women to be homemakers

2. Young men who cannot support their family
have increased

3. Most of unmarried young live with and are
supported by their parents(‘parasites single’
phenomena.)
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income expectations of unmarried women
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		Figure 2-2

		The numbers of children that married couple have in Japan

		(marital status form 15 years to 19 years)

				Year		Numbers of children

				1940		4.27

				1952		3.50

				1957		3.60

				1962		2.83

				1967		2.65

				1972		2.20

				1977		2.19

				1982		2.23

				1992		2.21

				1997		2.21

				2002		2.23

				2005		2.09

				2010		1.96
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		http://www.ipss.go.jp/ps-doukou/j/doukou14_s/chapter3.html

		女性の理想ライフコース ジョセイリソウ

		Figure 3

		Ideal course of women amoug unmarried women aged 18 to 34
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		Figure 4

		4-1		Sweden

						agree		somewhat agree		somewhat disagree		disagree

		Men		part-time worker		8.6%		23.7%		25.8%		41.9%

				full-time worker		9.2%		8.4%		24.4%		58.0%

		Women		part-time worker		8.1%		16.2%		28.3%		47.5%

				full-time worker		4.9%		9.1%		26.6%		59.4%

		4-2		Japan

						agree		somewhat agree		somewhat disagree		disagree

		Men		part-time worker		73.9%		22.6%		2.7%		0.8%

				full-time worker		47.5%		44.1%		9.1%		0.8%

				homemaker		69.7%		27.6%		1.9%		0.7%

		Women		part-time worker		67.5%		29.0%		3.5%		0.4%

				full-time worker		42.7%		41.9%		11.3%		4.0%

				homemaker		64.3%		31.6%		3.6%		1.0%
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		Chart		A		B		marriage		birthrate

				(expectation of living standards)		(expectation of income)

		1950-1973		low		increasing		early and almost all		stable

		1974-1997		rising		little increasing		delay		decreasing

		1998-now		high		unstable and polarized		delay and not all		decreasing
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		The number and ratio of young people living with their parents in Japan

		- (1980, 1985, 1990, 1995-2010)



10 thousand youth

Actual number (10 thousand youth)
Degreee of youth aged 20-34 (%)
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		8-1		The approval rate of the statement that husbands should work for money and wives should do housework

		Year		20-29		30-39		40-49		50-59		60-69		70-		Total

		Men		42.90%		43.60%		44.40%		47.90%		57.50%		59.30%		50.70%

		Women		40.20%		35.00%		31.70%		34.30%		43.10%		54.80%		39.30%

				Full-time worker		Self-owed business (include family members)		Part-time worker		Unemployment (or Housework)

		1987		83.20%		3.20%		4.90%		9.00%

		2010		56.30%		2.40%		31.00%		10.30%
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		9-1		結婚相手に望む年収 ケッコンアイテノゾネンシュウ				income expectations of unmarried women

		yen		Men		Women

		not care		59.8		20

		over 12 million		0.7		1.7

		over 10 million		0.4		2.2

		over 8 million		0.3		7.1

		over 6 million		1.8		22.4

		over 4 million		9.8		34.6

		over 2 million		24.1		11.7

		less than 2 million		3.2		0.4

		less than 2 million		3.2		0.4

		over 2 million		24.1		11.7

		over 4 million		9.8		34.6

		over 6 million		1.8		22.4

		over 8 million		0.3		7.1

		over 10 million		0.4		2.2

		over 12 million		0.7		1.7

		9-2		独身男性の年収分布 ドクシンダンセイネンシュウブンプ				income of unmarried men

		over 10 million		0.7

		over 8 million		1.0

		over 6 million		4.0

		over 4 million		19.4

		over 2 million		36.3

		less than 2 million		38.6
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		The number and ratio of young people (35-44) living with their parents in Japan

		- (1980, 1985, 1990, 1995-2010)
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				full-time worker		47.5%		44.1%		9.1%		0.8%
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		Chart		A		B		marriage		birthrate

				(expectation of living standards)		(expectation of income)
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1. Young people hope to create a traditional family, even now
‘Traditional family’ means

a husband mainly works outside, a wife mainly does
housework and lead a decent life.

2. The current economic situations of Japan doesn’t permit
all young people to create traditional families.

3. Most unmarried people live with their parents, waiting for a
suitable marriage partner to emerge.

(but won't emerge )
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Differences between Europeans and Japanese
European people have moved to the priority on ‘intimacy’
Men and women are required economical independence.
They try alternative lifestyles to satisfy their intimacy even
though they cannot accomplish economic roles.

Japanese people adhere to traditional economic roles
They tend to hope to make traditional families.

If they cannot, they prefer remaining single living with their
parents to alternative lifestyles

Even the level of intimacy of spouses is low in Japan.



4. Mg dgvalogmant of Virual rgltansnigs
copgreliZaton of intmee)y. -
Some prefer virtual relationships or to buy intimacy

for satisfing their intimacy and passionate feelings
Pet as a family

Indulged in imaginative romance in computer-games,
comics, or animations

pursuit for young idols, singers, stars---

buy a temporal intimacy (especially for men)

maid-cafée, ‘kyabakura( Japanese-style club)’, prostitutes
even some women use rentaru-karesi(a rental-boyfriend)



4. Mg dgvalogmant of Virual rgltansnigs
sofmarelzlizacon of lrimzey

Figure research data (by Cabinet Office in 2010)

A ‘Do you fall in love with a character in media’
(ATATDHREDFNZI3—0BZAMBZTTHENHBYETH)
Percentage of saying ‘Yes' age 20-39 (10000sampls)

married  have partner  had partner never had partner

male 5.3 7.5 8.0 14.6

female 135 18.0 18.1 30.2
B.' Do you fall in love with a star or an idol’

(BEICWVEWNRIL U R OTARIIZEZT B ENHYETH)

male 7.3 9.7 10.3 11.3
female 15.6 18.3 20.2 25.3



4. Mg dgvalogmant of Virual rgltansnigs
gorrnarelaliaton of

Figure research data (by Yamada in 2019-unpublished)

% (frequent + sometime)
*Do you fall in love with a character in media(anime or game)’

male 12.2% female 11.6%

*‘Do you fall in love with a star, an idol or sports athletes
male 14.3% female 18.0%

*'Do you visit kyabakura, maid café, hostclub or so on.
male 10.1% female 2.3%

* ‘Do you use sexual services(prostitutes or so on)
male 16.3% female 1.4%

(sample 5991 age 20-39 live in Tokyo, Kanagawa, Chiba area)



The trend of Japanese families in the Heisei era

1. It has become for young to make a
traditional family (a hushand mainly works outside, a wife

mainly does housework and lead a decent)

2. EBEven now, young adhere to making a
traditional family, so young become
conservative and avoid real love

3. Young who cannot make a traditional family
tend to be satisfied with virtual relationship or
buying intimacy in market.

4, Some, young try to make a new lifestyle , but
it doesn t spread




Whether that trend will be reversed or
accelerated after covid-19

1. It will become harder to make and maintain a
traditional family.

During this pandemic, it revealed that a lot of
non-regular workers and self-employed
persons cannot lead decent lives

(The number of women who want to get
married with men who have stable jobs like
public servants employees of large companies
may increase. ? Then, the number of marriges
will decrease.?)



2. How about real love relationships

*To avoid the risk of infection, real love
relationships will decline.”?

or

*Because of the need of real intimacy, after
covid-19 the number of people who want
to experience real intimacy. ?



3. How about virtual relationships and
commercialization of intimacy ?

@® commercialization of intimacy

— decline because of the risk of infection?
— increase after the pandemic?
— increase of online intimacy service
@ virtual relationship
— jncrease 7
—  pbut cannot do events
@ pet — petowner increase



B This trend leads to a class society and the increase of
people who have no relatives

middle aged people who cannot make or maintain
traditional families has been increasing.

X covid-19 may accelerate the gap between people
who can make a traditional families and cannot

Japanese society - familismB AL S DI FIkEH

Aged people who have no relatives tend to be isolated



B Covid-19 has revealed that—
The gap society of Japan

Japan is notorious about the high rate of
poverty but not apparent before the
TFEE
The pandemic revealed that the risk of non-
regular workers, freelances and self-employees
(esp. Young women who are engaged in

serving custmers)

there are over 50,000 kyabakura clubs (there
are over 500 host clubs in Japan)




* The current government’ s plans will
improve making a family and diversity of

* 100000 yen payment for all people
— a kind of basic income
>

X Whether the government will continue
that plans like basic income or stop after
the pandemic
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