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PhD. Eiichi MIYASHIRO
1. JTE & XD, What is Gengo?
- FERHBAICEEERIZHITONEFED Z & Atitle attached to a specific period of years
- BEEDEIIOERMS., BEEOERIZHE > TITH4 5.~ Gengo accompany a change of

administration, when the monarch takes the throne or during their reign

- BENERMLZITTHL., FEZ B XET S Z & ERT . They indicate that the monarch

rules not only space, but also time

2. JTEOEESE . /The history of Gengo

- F2ITRT 115 &, ALE - KFEAUAHOIROITHEY . T#it) (fSThl 140 £~F 135 F) %
{8 .“In 115 BC, the era name "Jianyuan" was retroactively applied to the beginning of the
previous reign (140 BC to 135 BC)

- 1911 FOFXEMTEMNMEINDS &, FEHKT.~When the Qing Dynasty collapsed in the
Shiki Revolution in 1911, the use of era names ended

- BRTIE, 645 £M Kbl &) ~In Japan "Taika" in 645 was the first era name

<701 D TKE] HoERHIEN. Gengo was used more frequently starting from 'Taiho' in
701
- REDQEMIRFICHIE, REMELZ EN RV IEZEICZIE, MNP TEHHERFESR

/ Established when the Emperor took the throne. Changed from time to time even during the
reign, such as in the event of a natural disaster, etc.

- 1868 ., BABMFMN —tH—TDHEI ZHFHH, KE1TANITODF1TELEVSEIC

/"In 1868, the Meiji Government issued "The Unification of One Era" decree. The system of “one
era for one emperor” was established.

- 1872 &, FERA, ;t5 £ 6FF.In 1872, the Gregorian calendar was adopted. Era names
were also used.

- F2RHAKEZ., FEARKENSERIZ, 1947 EOBAREZETIITEDEEH L
Lo AREMEMALGTVEE., Mk

./ After World War I, sovereignty shifted from the Emperor to the people. In the Constitution of
Japan in 1947 there is no mention of the era name. The system continued without a legal basis.

+ 1979 &£, FTHEIEFITE.In 1979, the Era Name Law was enacted

- INFETORSOHIL 247, RLHARARN > F-THIXEAT 64 F£MH. ZREEMN ST
DMFBEAZD 2 1 B .~ There are 247 eras so far. The longest era was Showa, 64 years long. The
shortest was Ryakunin, 2 months long.

3. RESEHINTWB DN,/ Why are people paying attention now?
-2019 K4 A 30 HOS LETEM. EROHXEETEMELAEINTLNS



./ 0n April 30, 2019, the current emperor will abdicate, and the coronation of the new emperor
will be the next day

s TEEICEDE, HILULWTE EEH HWNE  Based on the Era Name Law, a new era must be
established

+ 2018 FERIZIXFTTEMNE F 5 F . The new era name is scheduled to be decided in 2018

4. FTEMRYE BFE T ~Process for deciding the era name
- AR DS 2 ~ b Dt 2 B - ARL & LT R
./ Experts submit two to five candidates, along with the meaning of and reasoning for the name

- NEEBREMNMRET. REXEIZHRE Z#HE.The Chief Cabinet Secretary examines the
proposals and reports the results to the Prime Minister

< [GeEk) Ik,
OERMERLELDIVEKREZEFD
QiEF2F QREXFPTL., FAOTLY @IhETITEDLATLEL, T EAEHE

./ According to the Era Name Law:@ It must have a good meaning to be an ideal for citizens
@ It must be two Chinese characters

@ It must be easy to write and easy to read

@ It must not have been used so far

-WiE (M), KIE (T), B (S). ¥k (H) DS, 77 7~y kOB T 2§
DORIIEITID ATREME

/ There is a strong possibility that a proposal with an alphabet initial other than Meiji (M), Taisho
(T), Showa (S), or Heisei (H) will be chosen

5. JtB & BHA A Gengo and Japanese People

c IR TIHE B - TV D DX HA DI Japan is the only country that still uses era names

- HEXIEDFE T DETFE14 -1t was used only in countries affected by Chinese culture
- PEIF 1911 . BEIF 1910 F. RN FFLIF 1945 FITELE
/ China abolished era names in 1911, Korea in 1910, and Vietnam in 1945

< BUE, BURFCBIRIROASCEIIEE Tl < JumRad. Ar#EEprEe

./ Official documents for both the national government and local governments use the era instead
of the Gregorian calendar. Newspapers use both the era and the Gregorian calendar.

T AU w b, THEHAE )N HEE Demerits: Conversion to Gregorian calendar is troublesome

W DT NCH 7 EOFFRL A EIET D720, FEE & B MDD It takes time and

money to revise printed materials every time the era name is changed
- PEIE O B2 The Gregorian calendar is being used more frequently

ERRIL S 5D DT, 5% b ATk < 725 9/ Asthereis also a legal basis for it, the
use of era names will likely continue in the future.

T/ end



